INTRODUCTORY                 n

non-European civilisations, was so profoundly modi-
fied during the nineteenth century that the changes
have now constituted a world movement whose
effects are as deep and as v/ide and as drastic as
those of Christianity or feudalism* A bare com-
parison of the world of 1800 with the world of
1900 will reveal immediately the essential nature of
these tremendous changes* In 1800 certain
portions of the world outside Europe had suffered
varying degrees of Europeanisation, but little
territory and few peoples had been subjected to
the control and the forcible Europeanisation of
European States. To-day practically the whole of
the world which has not been Europeanised has
been subjected openly or covertly to European
control* Let us examine a little more closely the
changes of this century, A hundred years ago the
continent of America had been partially Euro-
peanised through the early Portuguese and
Spanish conquests and tKe later French and
Anglo-Saxon invasions* The European had
scarcely penetrated into Africa; the European
State had no foothold in the vast territories of
Asia, although a British commercial company
had established itself in some parts of India, and
Holland, Portugal, and France still boasted some